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GOVERNMENT NOTICE NO. …

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
(CAP 22:01)

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL) (SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT)
 BY-LAWS, 2024

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 103 of the Local Government Act, the BLANTYRE City Council has made the following By-laws___

PART I___PRELIMINARY
Citation and commence-ment


1.—These By-laws may be cited as the Local Government (BLANTYRE City Council) (Solid Waste Management) By-laws, 2025, and shall come into operation on …………, 2025.
	Interpretation

2.—In these By-laws, unless the context otherwise requires—
           
            “Agricultural waste” is unwanted or unstable materials produced wholly from agricultural operations brought into the city directly related to the growing of crops or raising of animals for the primary purpose of making a profit or for a livelihood. 
 
            “Clinical waste” is any waste resulting from medical, nursing, dental, pharmaceutical, skin penetration or other related clinical activity that has the potential to cause injury, infection or offense. 

“Council” means the BLANTYRE City Council;
“Commercial waste” consists of waste from premises used mainly for the purposes of a trade or business or for the purpose of sport, recreation, education or entertainment. 
“Domestic waste” includes refuse from houses, garden, grass, tree cuttings and hedge trimmings.
“Disposal site” means areas or facilities recognised by the Council where any final treatment, utilisation, processing or deposition of solid waste occurs. 
“Designated place” means a specific location assigned and approved by the Council. 
 
“Engineered landfill” is a designated disposal site which is lined with different layers, including geosynthetic clay liner, HPDE membranes and protective geo-textiles that prevent the leachate from infiltrating into the ground.

“E-waste” is electronic products or components that are unwanted, not working, and nearing or at the end of their useful life or have become obsolete.

“frontage” means a piece of land between the front of the premises and the road.  

“Health officer” means an officer appointed by the Council to monitor and enforce provision of sanitation services.

“Hazardous waste” means waste which is poisonous, noxious, explosive, inflammable, radioactive, toxic, corrosive, infectious or harmful to the environment or injurious to human beings. 
“Industrial waste” means waste produced by industrial activity which includes any material that is rendered useless during a manufacturing, processing or production process.

“Operating hours” means the Council’s normal working hours.

“Person” includes an owner, occupier or an agent of the owner or occupier of premises responsible for disposal of waste. 

 “occupier” means any person in actual occupation of land or premises and in the case of premises sub-divided and let to lodgers or various tenants includes the person receiving the rent payable whether on his own account or not;

“owner” means any person having title over any property, land or premises.

“premises” shall mean the land covered by the plot including land surrounding the plot. 

 “rubble” includes all discarded bricks, sand, earth, cement, stone, rock, waste pipes and all such forms of discarded non-liquid waste materials from construction or demolition activities; 

“receptacle” means the approved standard refuse container provided for the deposit of refuse and includes the lid of such container and appropriate sanitary plastic refuse bag;

“Recycling plant” is a facility where recyclable waste materials are processed into new products or raw materials.

“refuse” includes garbage, tins, bottles, ashes, sweepings, waste paper and all other forms of solid waste products; 
 
“Refuse bin” means the approved standard refuse container provided for the deposit of refuse and includes the lid of such container.

“vehicle” includes any waste collection vehicle, construction vehicle, engine, wagon, dray, carriage, cart, tri-cycle, bicycle, or other means of carrying goods or persons by land having two or more wheels whether drawn or propelled by human, animal, steam, electric or other power but does not include a baby carriage or perambulator;

“waste” includes all domestic refuse, hazardous and non-hazardous waste, agricultural , commercial, e-waste, industrial and institutional waste,  sweepings, garden refuse and construction rubble or debris which are liquid or solid in nature.

“waste collector” is an individual or private enterprise that collects and disposes  waste. 

“waste management” means the proper handling, storage, collection, intermediate treatment, transportation and final disposal of waste.

“waste management plan” is a formal document that outlines how waste will be generated, treated, handled, stored, transported, recycled or disposed of during a specific project, process or within an organisation. 
Application

3.—These By-laws shall apply within the area of jurisdiction of Blantyre City Council.	

PART II___GENERAL PROVISIONS
Health Officers

General cleanliness

4.—(1) A person, within the City of Blantyre, shall deposit refuse in an appropriate receptacle.

(2) A person shall not deposit or cause to be deposited any refuse on any undesignated place or space for solid waste disposal whether private or public, whether while walking, cycling, riding or driving a vehicle or while engaged in any other act.
Owner to provide refuse receptacle

5.— (1) An owner or occupier of premises shall provide and maintain for use at their premises at least two coloured receptacles, green for depositing organic and red for in-organic refuse.             

(2) Where, in the opinion of a Health officer, it is necessary for more than two receptacles to be provided at any premises, the officer shall serve a notice as set out in the First Schedule, upon the owner or occupier of the premises, requiring the owner or occupier to provide such number of additional receptacles as specified in the notice.

(3) An owner or occupier of any premises, upon whom a notice under paragraph (2) has been served, shall, within fourteen days of service of the notice, provide at their premises the required number of additional receptacles.

(4) It shall be the responsibility of the owner or occupier of premises to ensure that organic waste is separated from in-organic waste before disposal of waste into refuse bins or receptacles. 
(5) the owner or occupier of premises shall ensure that hazardous waste is safely disposed in a separate receptacle and not mixed with non-hazardous waste.  
(6) For purposes of this bylaw, premises include the frontage of the premises up to the road kerb.

6.— (1) The approved standard receptacle shall be made of hard plastic or any other permissible material, which has a capacity of not more than 0.4 m3 with a tight fitting lid capable of keeping out rain and persistent offensive odour.Approved standard for receptacle


(2) The receptacle may include a sanitary plastic bag as prescribed in Malawi standards.
Deposition of refuse for collection 

7.— (1) An occupier of premises shall cause all refuse from his premises to be deposited in his refuse receptacle, and not elsewhere, for collection by the Council or any other authorised refuse collection service provider.

(2) A person shall not place or cause to be placed in a receptacle any liquid or solid matter likely to cause injury to any person with whom it comes into contact.

(3) A person shall not place in a receptacle grass, tree toppings, hedge, garden refuse, rubble or anything which is not refuse as defined under these By-laws. 
 
(4) It shall be the responsibility of the refuse generator to handle, transport and dispose of refuse described in paragraph (3), to a designated site.

(5) Where there is provision of waste collection service, it shall be the responsibility of the waste generator to contain the waste in an approved receptacle until the waste is collected by the Council waste collection service or any other authorised waste collection service provider.

(6) Any driver of a private or public vehicle operating within the City shall ensure that such vehicle has at least one receptacle for disposition of wastes.

(7) A driver of a vehicle shall ensure that no passenger on board throws waste out of a vehicle.

9.—An occupier of premises shall—Covering and storage of refuse receptacle


(a) cause all receptacles thereon to be continuously covered with a close fitting lid, except when refuse is being deposited therein or discharged therefrom for disposal; and

(b) except when the Council refuse collection officer or any other authorised refuse collection service provider is in attendance, cause any receptacle at his premises to be kept at a position approved by a Health officer.
Refuse to remain the responsibility  of occupier

10.—Refuse deposited in a receptacle at any premises shall remain the responsibility of the occupier of the premises, until it is emptied by the Council’s refuse collection officers or any other authorised refuse collection service provider.
Refuse receptacle to be kept clean

11.—An occupier of premises shall cause all receptacles and lids thereof on his premises to be clean and to be maintained in a sanitary condition.

12.—A person shall not deposit or cause to be deposited in a receptacle un-extinguished ashes or other substance in a state that may cause injury or fire.Unextinguished ashes

Position of refuse receptacle for collection

13.—The occupier of premises shall ensure that a receptacle is placed at the frontage or designated site for the Council’s refuse collection service or any other authorized refuse collection service, on such dates as are prescribed for collection of refuse in the area.
Non-collection of refuse

14.—The Council’s collection service or any other authorised collection service shall not collect any refuse, unless it has been separated and deposited in an approved standard receptacle.
Disposal of refuse in areas without refuse collection service 

15.—Where a person stays in an area where the Council or any other authorized agent does not collect refuse, the person shall dispose of his refuse in a manner as directed by the Council through a Health officer.
Disposal of solid waste

16.— (1) Any person who generates solid waste shall dispose of the waste in accordance with these By-laws and all other applicable written laws.
 
(2) Any person who disposes waste in a manner that contravenes these by-laws shall, apart from being fined on conviction, be ordered to clean up or bear the cost of cleaning up the waste.
Sorting out of solid waste

17. —Any person who generates solid waste shall sort the waste at the source, and deposit it as follows:

(a) organic waste in a green receptacle;
(b) in-organic waste in a red receptacle.  
 

18.—A person shall not deposit or cause waste to be deposited in a stream, river or any water course, reservoir or any undesignated place.Disposal of refuse into water course or undesignated place prohibited


Removal of rubble

19.— (1) The Council may, by notice in the Form set out in the Second Schedule hereto, require the owner or occupier of a plot, land or premises or their agent to remove or cause to be removed any rubble from such plot, land or premises.

	(2) Any owner, occupier or agent upon whom a notice is served under paragraph (1) shall, within seven days of the service of the notice, remove the rubble and ensure that it is deposited or tipped at a place designated or approved by the Council, as specified in the notice.

20.— (1) No person shall  deposit, tip or cause to be deposited or tipped any rubble in or upon—Deposit of rubble


(a) any street, public place, open space or vacant land;
(b) any plot, land or premises without the written permission of the owner and prior approval of the Council;
(c) any water course or reservoir; or
(d) any other place not approved for that purpose by the Council.

(2) The Council may, by notice in the Form set out in the Third Schedule, require any person who deposits or tips or causes to be deposited or tipped, rubble on any plot, land or premises to produce to a Health officer or any other officer duly authorised by the Council a written permission of the owner of the plot, land or premises authorizing him to do so.

(3) A person on whom notice has been served under paragraph (2) shall, within seven days of the service of the notice, comply with the requirements of the notice.

	(4) An owner’s permission given for the purpose of this by-law shall not absolve the owner of his liability for failure to comply with the requirement of these by-laws.
Management of recyclable solid waste

21. Management of recyclable solid waste shall be done in accordance with the Environmental Management Regulations or any other applicable written law for the time being.
Solid waste management charges

22.—The Council shall levy solid waste management charges in respect of various services as prescribed in the Fourth Schedule.
Responsibility of solid waste management

23.—Where solid waste management services have been contracted out, the Council shall remain responsible for ensuring that the solid waste management is undertaken in compliance with these By-laws and other applicable written laws.  

24.— (1) The Council shall adopt and implement policies which promote the participation of all stakeholders in the management of solid waste.Participation of stakeholders in solid waste management


	(2) Policies adopted under paragraph (1) shall promote involvement of women and other marginalized groups.

(3) The Community Development Committee shall have power to summon any person suspected to have contravened these Bylaws and to order him to remedy the contravention and where the person in contravention refuses to effect the measures recommended by the Committee, he shall be guilty of an offence. 
Compliance with applicable laws

25.—The Council shall ensure that the management of solid waste is undertaken in compliance with all applicable written laws.
	
Private refuse collection service 


26.— (1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Council may permit a private person to conduct business of refuse collection in any area of the city on such conditions as the Council may deem fit.

	(2)  A person shall not engage in private refuse collection business unless__
(a) he has a refuse collection licence issued by the Council;
(b) he has a permit issued by Malawi Environment Protection Authority (MEPA) if he is involved in collection of hazardous waste.
(c) the vehicle to be used has been inspected and certified fit for the purpose by the Council.
27— (1) No person shall allow his land to accumulate waste through neglect or without any lawful excuse. Notice for accumulation of solid waste


        (2) The Council shall serve a notice on any person whose land, through neglect, has accumulated waste. The notice shall specify not less than seven days as the period within which the owner shall have cleaned up the land. A person, who upon being given the notice, fails to clean up the land shall be guilty of an offence and upon conviction , be ordered to clean up or bear the cost of cleaning up the waste.

(2) if the accumulated waste is hazardous, the Council shall order the person to clean up the waste within a specified period which the Council deems fit.
Authority to enter and indemnity


28—(1)A Health officer or any duly authorized officer may enter upon any plot, land or premises for the purpose of ensuring compliance with these by-laws. No action shall lie against such officer for any lawful entry or any act lawfully performed in the course of discharging  his duties under these by-laws.

         (2) No person shall obstruct the officer prescribed in paragraph (1) from lawful entry to inspect the premises.

Civic education on solid waste management

29.—The Council shall conduct civic education within its jurisdiction to sensitize residents on all aspects of solid waste management including the consequences of poor waste management and the benefits of good and effective solid waste management.
Permission to dispose waste at dumpsite

30. — No person shall dispose waste at the Council’s dumpsite without prior permission from the Council.


    PART III —OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

31.— (1) A person who contravenes a provision of these By-laws or fails to comply with terms of any notice served upon him by the Council or fails to comply with any condition imposed by the Council under these By-laws commits an offence and shall be liable to the following penalties___Offences and penalties


(a) a fine of K2,000.00, payable to the Council, upon being notified of the contravention for the first time by an Official of the Council;

(b) where the contravention continues, to a further penalty of K200.00 for each day during which the offence continues or a term of imprisonment of six months or both such fine and imprisonment; and

(c) Notwithstanding the penalties provided under paragraphs (a) and (b), the Council may suspend, on such conditions as the Council may consider appropriate, or revoke a licence or certificate issued under by-law 26 (2). 

(d) No part of the fees paid for a licence or certificate shall be refunded on the suspension or revocation of the licence or certificate.

	(2) The Council shall, in addition to penalties imposed under paragraph (1), recover from the person the cost of enforcing its decision or rectifying the contravention based on prevailing market rates.
















FIRST SCHEDULE(by-law6(2))


BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL) (SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT)
 BY-LAWS
NOTICE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL REFUSE RECEPTACLES
To………………………………………………………………………………………………
of …………………………………………………………………………………………
WHEREAS you are the owner/occupier of plot number …………………………., land or premises situated at ………………………. in the City of BLANTYRE; and whereas in my opinion as Health officer, it is expedient for the proper regulation and control of refuse disposal from the said plot, land or premises that more refuse receptacles be provided.
You are hereby required to provide …………………………………………………… additional refuse receptacles within fourteen days of the service of this notice upon you.
And further take notice that failure to comply with this notice may render you liable to a fine.

Made this ……………………………………….. day of ……………………………. 20……
								…………………………………..
								Chief Executive Officer











SECOND SCHEDULE(by-law20(1))


BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL) (SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT)
 BY-LAWS 
NOTICE TO REMOVE RUBBLE

To:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………
of……………………………………………………………………………………………….. WHEREAS you are the owner/occupier of plot number …………………………… or premises situated at ………………………..…. in the City of BLANTYRE and whereas rubble was found deposited on the said plot/land /premises.

You are hereby required, within fourteen days of the service of this notice upon you, to remove or cause to be removed from the said plot/land/premises and to deposit it at …………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
And further take notice that if you fail to comply with this notice—
(a) the Council may remove the same and recover from you the costs incurred by it; or
(b) may render you liable to prosecution.

Made this ……………………………………….. day of ……………………………. 20……
								…………………………………..
									Chief Executive Officer
THIRD SCHEDULE (by-law21(2))


BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL) (SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT)
 BY-LAWS 
NOTICE TO PRODUCE PERMISSION TO DEPOSIT RUBBLE

To: …………………………………………………………………………………………
of……………………………………………………………………………………………..Whereas you deposited rubble on Plot number ………………or land/premises situated at Area …………………………………… in the City of BLANTYRE and whereas the Council has reason to believe that you are not the owner of the said plot/ land/ premises:

You are hereby required within seven days of the service of this notice upon you to produce to the Health Officer the written permission of the owner of the said plot/land/premises authorizing you to deposit the said rubble at the said plot/ land/premises.

And further take notice that your failure to comply with this notice may render you liable to prosecution by the Council.

Made this …………day of ……………………………………..……………………. 20……
								…………………………………..
									Chief Executive Officer







FOURTH SCHEDULE(by-law23)


BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL) (SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT)
 BY-LAWS 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT CHARGES


(CHARGES FOR DISPOSAL OF EXPIRED, OBSOLETE OR DAMAGED SOLID PRODUCTS)

	 
DETAILS
	 Current  rate (MK)

	1)   Disposal Certificate
	     90,000.00 

	 
	

	2)  Disposal of expired/obsolete items
	

	 
	

	 (A) Private Vehicles   :  (per trip)
	

	i)   1-3 tonnes
	     25,000.00 

	ii)  4-7 tonnes
	     30,000.00 

	iii) 8-10 tonnes 
	     40,000.00 

	iv) 11 - 15 tonnes
	     50,000.00 

	 
	

	(B) Council Vehicles : (per trip)
	

	 
	

	i)    1 - 3 tonnes
	     50,000.00 

	ii)   4-7 tonnes
	     70,000.00 

	iii)  8-10 tonnes
	   100,000.00 





FIFTH SCHEDULE(by-law23)


BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (BLANTYRE CITY COUNCIL) (SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT)
 BY-LAWS 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT CHARGES


(CHARGES FOR SPECIAL DISPOSAL OF COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL NON-HAZARDOUS SOLID WASTE)

	 
DETAILS
	CURRENT RATE (MK)

	 
	

	a)  USING PRIVATE VEHICLES
	

	1.  INDUSTRIAL/ COMMERCIAL WASTE 
	

	i.   1 - 3 tonnes
	     25,000.00 

	ii.  4-7 tonnes
	     30,000.00 

	iii. 8-10 tonnes
	     40,000.00 

	iv 11 - 15 tonnes
	     50,000.00 

	 
	

	2. DOMESTIC WASTE
	

	1-3 tonnes
	     10,000.00 

	4-7 tonnes
	     15,000.00 

	8-10 tonnes
	     20,000.00 

	 
	

	3. RUBBLE
	

	1-3 tonnes
	     15,000.00 

	4-7 tonnes
	     25,000.00 

	8-10 tonnes
	     40,000.00 

	 
	

	b)  USING CITY'S VEHICLE
	

	   Industrial Waste:
	     70,000.00 

	 - Domestic Waste
	         -

	 
	

	c) USING CITY SKIP VEHICLES
	

	   Skip removal per trip
	     70,000.00 

	 
	

	d) SKIP RENTAL CHARGES
	     50,000.00 






         Made this…………… day of …………………… 2023




………………………………..
DENNIS STANLEY CHINSEU

Chief Executive Officer



………………………………..
COUNCILLOR WILD NDIPO
Mayor






Approved by the Minister of Local Government, Unity and Culture

            
                   This……….day of ……………………… 2023



				       ………………………………
Honourable Richard Chimwendo Banda
Minister of Local Government, Unity and Culture 
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